Hospital cost development in coronary bypass surgery.
The rapid expansion of open-heart surgery together with steadily rising costs of health services has elicited criticism against uncontrollably expanded costs of coronary bypass surgery. However, critical analyses of the cost structures and the attempts for cost containment can only rarely be found in medical literature. This study emphasizes self-evident surgical principles which have led to surprisingly high cost reductions. Further savings can be obtained by constant financial education of the surgical staff, in spite of some controversial experiences gained elsewhere. The conditions needed are more accurate, up-to-date hospital bookkeeping and closer contacts between the hospital administration and the medical staff.